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Wanted!
Volunteersto becomeKent
GamesTimeGreeters

acrossthe countrybeforeheadinginto London.
On reachingDover, hometo the famousDover Castle
and White Cliffs, a whole host of celebrationsand
eventsare plannedfor the torch'sovernightstay on 18
July before it travels up around Deal, Sholden,Sandwich, GreatStonar,Cliffsend,St Lawrence,Ramsgate,
Broadstairs,Cliftonville, stoppingoff at the innovative
andawardwinning TurnerContemporaryin Margate.

The next stopsfor the torch include the World Heritage
site of Canterburyand surroundingareas,taking in the
Be part of The London 2012 Olrympics- we
quintessential
Kentish countryside,before finishing in
are looking for an army of volunteersto ofMaidstoneat the beautifulLeedsCastlefor a spectacufer a warmwelcome,sharetheir love of Kent
lar eveningeventon 19 JuIy.
andof their local areawith visitorsandlocal
15.34 Canterbury
residents. Volunteers will provide 2012
A28 SturryRd frn Vauxhall Rd
Gamesrelatedinformationfrom the Kent leg
A28 SturryRd
of the Torch Relay through to the closing
Northgate
ceremonyof theParalympicGames.
Borough- veerleft
Volunteerswill be locatedat key travelhubs
PalaceStreet- veerleft
including Ebbsfleet Intemational, at the
SunStreet- turn left
ParalympicRoad Cycling Event at Brands
CathedralPrecincts
Hatchandat key pointsalongthe TorchReMercury Lane
lay route including the overnight stops in
St MargaretStreet
Dover and Maidstone.Volunteersare reCastleStreet
quiredbetween17thJuly and 9th September
CastleStreetto 2ndr'aboutexit
andmustbe ableto committo a minimumof
16.36Thanington
three sessionsof volunteering,eachsession
A28 Wincheapto Ada Road
lastingup to six hours.Trainingwill be provided with successfulvolunteersbeing reThe fmal stageof the torch'sjourney will take placein
quiredto commit to 2 daysof training which
the historic Medway towns of Gillingham, Chatham,
will take place at various locationsacross Rochester, Higham, and Gravesend,continuing into
Kent in June.A uniform will be provided. BoroughGreenandSealon 20 July.
Applicantsarerequiredto be 18yearsofage
www.visitkent.co.uk/explore/kentJ0
I 2.asp
or aboveby lst January
2012.
Applications are invited throughout May
with trainingtakingplacein June.
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For further information visit our website
www. visitkentbusiness.
co.uk/
gamestimegreeters
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Email:sally.wookey@visitkent.co.uk
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Diary of Events
Weekly Events
Friday Evening Social
All welcomefor a chat
Monthly Events
Coffee Morning
LastThursdayof month
11:00just comealong
Wellness Clinic
Wedsprior 19:30
Second
Thurs10:00
Coming Events
Church Service
Sun6 May at 18:00
RevClive Todd
Committee Meeting
Weds16May at 19:30
Everyonewelcome
The Big Lunch
Sun3 June
JubileeCelebrations
Trustees Meeting
Weds 6 June at 19:30
Everybody welcome
Family Festival
Weds16Juneat l9:30
Book with Trustees
Church Service
Sunl Julyat 18:00
RevCliveTodd
Committee Meeting
Weds18Julyat 19:30
Everyonewelcome
Summer Family BBQ
Sat28 Julyat 17:30
Book with Trustees
Your communityHall
Birthday Parties
Family Celebrations
Rememberyou can bookthe hall
for your own use.Just contact
Terry Maple on0122776t320

Joan GowertsNature
Notes
Here I am again with the secondNewsletter
of the year. Great to hear that the walkers on
the Great Glen Walk made it successfully
and raised a very good amount. I look forward to reading about it in this issue. Many
years ago I read a book by Hamish Brown,
who in mid life decidedto bring a childhood
dream to fruition. He had walked the Scottish hills all his life and wanted to walk all
the summits over 3,000 feet in one long
walk, Spending months on logistics and
knowing the terrain and people who would
keep parcels for him he also , over the
months buried caches of food that would
last until the next pick up point. It took him
six months. I re-read it following the map.
A greatread!
What an extraordinary winter this has been.
Only one fall of snow, but with two extremely hard frosts that causedmany casualties in the garden. The autumn flowering
cherry I was boasting about in the last issue
was brown and deadone moming. I was not
expecting it to flower this year but in early
March it had a second flush of bloom" A
bush with massesof blue berries lost them
overnight and the winter Jasminelived up to
its Latin name with completely bare
branches.No doubt all will return to normal
next year.
The birds have also been scarceall winter.
Apparently this national hend is due to the
warner weather as they can still rely on
natural food rather that the nuts and fat we
leave out for them. Putting fresh Niger out
tempted the Goldfinches back and although
some Greenfinches have also been seen
there have been fewer than usual. Sparrows
attractedto the seed and our resident Robin
has been about. I have one male Chaffinch
with the brightest plumage, the white wing
bars look as though they have been painted
on with a thick brush and the breast is a
dark colour. Several others turn up at the
feedersbut not a patch on this one.
Two pairs of blue tits are nesting in the garden but the long tailed tits that I hoped

would nest seem to
have vanished.Not
many
blackbirds
about, who has got
them all? I have not
seenmany thrushes,
but they are singing
well morning and
evening."
O wls
have also been
heard
opposit e.
Several folk have
report ed seeing
spotted woodpeckers at their feeders
and Green Woodpeckersare still being seenin the close.A
hare was seen in the field off Iffin lane,
nice to know that we still have them
around.
The lady I mentioned in the last issue
who had a Thrush waiting for the cat to
finish his food appearsdisgruntled as the
magpies have found the stash and take
their share before he can get there. Any
remaining small bits are licked clean
overnight by the hedgehogs. I have not
seen the hedgehogsbut have seen their
droppings so I know they are in the garden. Lately a fox came into the garden
and ate the bread put out for the birds.
The fox ignored the remains of the cat
food, but the thrush could be forgiven if
it was hopping mad at loosing its bread as
well!
The Cherry blossom in the orchard is fantastic. It is a lovely place to live. During
the warm days the leaves opened so
quickly it was amazing.One day the trees
in the copse looked bare and by the evening of the next there was a faint green
haze. Daffodils opened and the plants
grew apace, early daffs faded to be replaced by the later small ones, flowered
narcissusand tulips came into bud. Perennial plants grew rapidly and the earlier
ones produced small buds. Oh! To be in
England now that April is here and in
May everything grows so quickly it is
incredibleso we have lots to look forward
to. On that cheerful note I will leave you
for this time.
Pleasetell me anything of interest,Joan.
Tel451492
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estedto registertheir keeninterest.You
can do this by going to
www.makekentquicker.
com
andfollowing the instructions.
County councillor Martin Vye will be
happy to take up any questions you
raise.

Kent County Council and the Government are investingover f,20 million to
helpmakethis happen.
Kent CountyCouncilhasidentifiedpoor
However,to achieveour arnbitions,we
broadbandaccessthroughoutKent as a
also need broadbandprovidersto inmajorpriority to be dealtwith.
vest. This requires us being able to
The Governmenthas providedf 10 mildemonstrate the demand for better
lion for improving access,and this has
broadband.The greaterthe demand,the
beenmatchedby KCC.
Contactdetails: 01227831820
more broadbandproviderswill be preThe objectiveis to ensurethat at least or martin.v.ve@kent.
gov.uk"
paredto investin Kent.
90% ofKent propertiescanaccesssuper
It only takes five minutes to register
fast broadbandservicesby 2015, and We are committed to securing better your demandand it could make a great
thatthe remainingllo/ohaveaccessof at broadbandfor businesses
and communi- diflerence,so pleaseregisternow and
least2M.
tiesin Kent.
encourageyour neighboursto get inTo get broadbandproviders to invest it Our ambitionis for 90% of homesand volvedaswell.
is necessary
for KCC to demonstrate
the businesses
to havesuperfast broadband
demand.
accessby 2015, and for everyoneto
So the first step is for everyoneinter- haveaccessto a serviceof at least2mb.

At highwateron Sunday 3rd
June 2012, over one thousandboatswill musteron the
River Thames in preparation
for Her MajestyThe Queento
take part in the Thames Dia'mond JubileePageant.
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The Big Lunch
Sun3 June
JubileeCelebrations
The fundraisingcoffee morning was well supportedwith a
gloriousarrayof cakes,plants
and itemsto raffle. The preparationsare well in hand for a
full houseon June3rd to ensurea very memorableevent.
Many thanksto all contributors.

From your Parish Council

TWPC

X'romthe Hilltop Chair

From the County Council

SarahGuest

Cllr Martin Vye

Chairman
Hilltop Trustees

Kent County
Council

0t22776s703

0122783 r 820

As I alwaystry to remind everyone,Kent
County Council spends 70%oof your
counciltax. It coversmajor servicessuch
as education,and socialservices.As your
local county councillor, I am always
ready to help local people if they have
problems in these areas.The sorts of
things I havedealt with in the past include
helping parentsmake appealsfor school
www.thanington-pc.gov.uk
It will then be passedto the charitycom- places,and trying to ensurepeoplewith
learningdisabilitieshave a better choice
mission to approveand that agreethat it
I was delightedwhen asked if I could meets their guidelines. This has taken of dayactivities.
To be honestthe servicewhich provides
write a columnon a regularbasisfor this sometime and I must thank our vicar,
Clive Toddandour trusteesub-committee me with most caseworkis highwaysand
newsletter.It's a great way to keep in
transport.This is probably becausethe
touch with you all, and hopefully,you'll of Roger, Terry and Richard for all their
getto know usbettertoo!.
hard work and perseverancein what has first things residentscome acrosswhen
sometimesbeena very slow and frustrat- they step out of their house are pavements,roadsandtraffic!
The annualparishmeetinghas beenheld ing task.
So far as roads are concemed,undereveryother yearat St Faith's,but we discussedthe possibility of bringing in the Our AGM waswell attendedandwe saw investmentin the past has left them in a
lessthan brilliant condition.Potholesare
Thanington Neighbowhood Resource retirementof Chris Silk from the board of
Centre into the plan, meaning that St trustees.I would like to say a big thank a constantfeature,especiallyalong the
Faith's would only be the venue every you to Chrishe hasservedon the commit- edges.Your parish council are particuthree years.Reactionto this was mixed, tee for many years both on the general larly active in making swe the highways
authority know about them. However, I
becausewe alwaysget a good attendance committeeandasa Trustee.
know the frustrations they encounter in
at meetingsat St Faith's,so a compromise
was reached.Every Septembera parish We will not losehim completelyashe has getting repairs done, despitetheir deterkindly agreedto return with his train and mined efforts. That is why I arrangedto
councilmeetingwill be held at St Faith'sthat way you will get to listen and seea helpers for the family festival on June meetwith thenew AreaManager,to press
upon him the need for Highways to rel6u, astheyweresucha hit lasttime.
normal Parish Council meeting in prospondmoreswiftly to information.I shall
gress- SeptemberlDth 2012 will be the
hope to see better servicein the future.
The election of Trusteessaw the refirst - look forwardto seeingyou then!!.
Incidentally,I will be meeting up with
election of the existing Trusteesand a
joined
phoHighwaysofficers in the summerto rehave
new
face,
John
Richardson
has
the
appeal
do
any
ofyou
Now an
tos or presscuttingsof eventsthat have fold andwe extenda wann welcomeand view how the winter maintenanceprogmmmewent this year. I know we had
happenedin the parish?.Ifso, we would look forward to working together in
love to hearfrom you. All materialwill be which I think will be a vibrantand excit- only a relatively brief episodeof snow
copiedand returnedas soon as possible. ing time for Hilltop communityAssocia- and ice, but it was pretty intense.Let me
know your views on how Highways tackThe reasonfor this requestis that we are tion.
led this. Especially I am interestedto
updatingour History of ThaningtonWithout, and this will appearon our website. And finally the DiamondJubileeprepara- know whether extra salt bins could be
usefullyinstalled-I havemanagedto get
We are also intendingto publishthis up- tions are going very well, Cheryl had a
datedhistory in book form, so that mem- huge responsewith all the placestaken someextraonesat key locationsdown in
the City.
bersofthe public canpurchaseifthey so and is now havingto run a reservelist.
It is a greatplty that Stagecoach
do not
wish.
The parish council has kindly provided think it commerciallyworthwhile running
Finally -if you get time - have a look at the funding for the children's cornmemo- a bus serviceup to the Hilltop area ( I
havetied to put the caseto them!). As
website
rative mugs, and the fundraisinghas got
our user-friendly
you may know, I have beenhelping my
plant
www.thanington-pc.gov.ukfor all the offto a fantasticstartat the cakeand
parish.
friend and colleagueBrian Staley,counin
making
an
incredible
f310.
A
very
latest that's happening
the
sale
cillor for Littlebourne,in his questto set
We'vehad greatreactionto the site from big thank you and well done to Tracy &
' all over the country, and Australia as Carolwho organizedthis.
up a community bus partnershipfor the
rural areas around Canterbury.We still
well!.
havenot reachedthe point I would like to
reach---areasonably-priced
serviceup to
New HouseLane andIffur lane.

Meetings
Ashford RoadCommunityHall
l9:30 all welcome
Monday L4May 2012
Monday11June2012
Monday 9 July 2012

We seeour secondissueof Hilltop News
for 2012with a feeling of greatoptimism.
We havebeennegotiatingwith the church
and their legal team regarding the lease
for St Faiths for sometime; it now looks
as if we are in the final furlong. Both
sideshavean agreementthat suitsand it is
now with the churchsolicitorsto finalize.

